CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A system for tracking an object comprising: 

at least one device for encoding a medium coupled to the object with a unique 
identifier identifying the object and for reading the identifier; 

an object management database for storing, in association with the object via the 
identifier, performance information, comprising at least one object-related performance 
characteristic, and servicing information, identifying at least one service operation on the 
object provided by a service provider, for object tracking, at least a portion of said 
servicing information being provided by said service provider: and 

a processor operativelv coupled to the object management database for managing 
retrieval, storage and distribution of performance information and servicing information 
between at least the object management database and the service provider. 

during its operativ e lif e , th e obj e ct b e ing assign e d an id e ntifi e r stor e d on a 



medium operatively mounted to the object, the system comprising: at least 


one means, at 
ce information 
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p e rformanc e information characterized by at l e ast one object relat e d p e rformanc e 
charact e ristic; a syst e m database having m e ans for storing, in association with th e object 
through th e id e ntifi e r, th e p e rformance information on the medium, th e p e rformanc e 
information being, and having moans for storing, in association with the obj e ct through 
the identifier, the servic e information on th e m e dium; and a proc e ssor, op e ratively 
coupled to th o databas e , having means for tracking the object,, associat e d with th e 
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id e ntifi e r, and having m e ans for managing tho service information and th e p e rformanc e 
information associat e d with the obj e ct through tho identifi e r ; wh e r e in the at l e ast one 
m e ans for r e ading and th e at least on e m e ans for vwiting ar e in communication with the 
proc e ssor. 

2. (Currently Amended) The system as in claim 1, wherein the object is a tire[,] and 
wh e r e in the obj e ct related performance characteristics-afe isa tire-related performance 
characteristics. 

3. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 1-^, wherein the medium is a 
radio frequency identification (RFID) tag. 

4. (Currently Amended) The system as in claim 1 , 2, or 3, wherein the processor further 
comprises m e ans for assigning tho identifier is _to th e object based at least in part on ea-a 
manufacturer, at least one of a year of manufacture, an object manufacturer, an object 
description and a service provider. 

5. (Currently Amended) The system as in claim [4]_1, wherein the system further 
comprises a registration database[,] operatively coupled to the processor, and w^horoin tho 
r e gistration databas e has m e ans for storing th e p e rformanc e information in the 
r e gistration databaac in association with tho manufacturor. for storing at least one of the 
identifier, an object manufacturer ID, an object description ID and a service provider ID. 
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^7 (Withdrawn) Th e syotom as in claim 1, 2 or 3, wh e r e in th e proc e osor furth e r compris 
m e ans for assigning th e id e ntifi e r to th e obj e ct bas e d on a manufacturer model number. 



7^ (Withdrawn) Th e syst e m as in claim 6, wh e r e in th e databas e further comprises a 
r e gistration databas e , op e rativ e ly coupl e d to th e proc e ssor, wh e r e in the registration 
databas e has m e ans for storing th e p e rformanc e information in tho registration databas e 
in association with th e manufacturer mod e l numb e r. 

8^(Withdrawn) Th e syst e m as in claim 1 , wh e r e in th e r e ading m e ans is a d e vic e for 
e ncoding th e m e dium. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system as in claim ^i, wherein one of said at least one 
device is for both said encoding and said reading, th e WTiting moans is includ e d in th e 
d e vic e for e ncoding th e m e dium. 

(Withdrawn) Th e syst e m as in claim 1, wh e rein the writing m e ans is a d e vice for 
e ncoding th e m e dium. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system as in claim 2, wherein eaehthe object-related 
performance characteristics is selected from a group consisting of: pressure, temperature, 
mileage, tread depth, tire failures, retreadines. recall date, warranty, and age. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for tracking an object comprising: 
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encoding a medium coupled to the object with a unique identifier identifying the 

object: 

storing in an object management database, in association with the object via the 
identifier, performance information comprising at least one object-related performance 
characteristic and servicing information identifying at least one service operation on the 
object provided bv a service provider, for object tracking, at least a portion of said 
servicing information being provided bv said service provider: and 

managing retrieval, storage and distribution of performance information and 
servicing information between at least the obiect management database and the service 
provider. 

during its op e rative life, comprioing: a) associating a unique id e ntifier with an object; b) 
e ncoding a medium operativoly mounted to th e object with th e identifier, c) at a acrvicc 
provider, reading the identifier from the medium; d) aooociating porformanco information 
with the obj e ct through the identifier, the performance informafion being characterized by 
at l e ast on e object relat e d p e rformanc e charact e riotio; e) at a servic e provider, g e n e rating 
s e rvic e informafion characteriz e d by at l e ast on e ser\'ice operation on th e obj e ct ; f) 
storing th e s e rvic e information and th e p e rformanc e information in a system database in 
association with the object through th e identifi e r; and g) monitoring the performance 
information and the s e rvice information stor e d in the database for obj e ct tracking. 

13. (Currenfiy Amended) The method as in claim 12, wherein thejjerformance 
information g e n e rat e d in step c) is generated by the service provider for each ser\'ico 
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447 (Withdrawn) The method ao in claim 12, whoroin porformanco information aPDOciatod 
with th e objoct and gcncratod in step c) io rotri e \^ed from the S)^stem database. 

44^(Withdrawn) The method aa in claim 12, whoroin porformanco information aoDOciatcd 
with tho object and gen e rated in otop c) is rotriovod from a registration database. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 12, wherein the step b) comprises: bl) 
associating th e identifier with th e sarvice provid e r e ncoding th e identifi e r onto the 
m e dium, is based at least in part on at least one of a year of manufacture, an object 
manufacturer, an object description and a service provider. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 12, wherein st e p d) further includes: 
updating the performance information with p e rformanc e relat e d information from a 
manufacturer, is provided bv at least one of an object manufacturer and the service 
provider. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method of encoding a medium for identifying an object in an 
object tracking system comprising: a) at a son^ico provider, 

generating an identifier based on a service provider for servicing the object and at 
least ene a^iotheLcharacteristic associated with the object; b) 
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updating with said generated identifier a list o f obj e ct identifiers [,] stored at a 
registration database acc e ssibl e at the s e rv^ico provider, to pr e v e nt a conflict in th e list of 
object identifi e rs ;-e) 

writing the id e ntifi e r to th e encoding the medium op e rativ e ly coupled to the 
object with the generated identifier ; and d) 

registering the object in an eefrtfal- obiect management database , associat e d with 
th e s e rvic e provider, for monitoring for tracking the object using the generated identifier. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 18, wherein the medium is a radio 
frequency identifier (RFID) tag , wh e r e by the identifi e r is writt e n as a uniqu e 96 bit 

20. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1 8, wherein the uniqu e 96 bit numb e r 
generated identifier is divided into a plurality of num e rical number blocks, aiid-each 
num e rical number block representing a respective s e l e ct e d characteristic associated with 
the object. 

24^(Withdrawn) A m e dium e ncod e d for id e ntifying an obj e ct wh e rein at least one 
charact e ristic e ncod e d th e r e in is s e lect e d from th e group consisting of: a model of th e 
obj e ct, g y e ar of production of th e object, a physical charact e ristic of the object, a sor\^ico 
provid e r for th e object, a manufacturer of th e obj e ct, and an object identifier. 
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33T-(Withdrawn) A d e vice for e ncoding a m e dium with an object idontifior at a Gor\ico 
provid e r, having stor e d thoroon, comput e r r e adabl e and comput e r OHOcutablo 
instructions which, wh e n e x e cut e d by a proc e ssor, caus e tho procoooor to perform stops 
comprising : a) g e n e rating an id e ntifier bas e d on at l e ast one charact e ristic associated 
with th e obj e ct; b) updating a list of obj e ct id e ntifi e rs, stor e d at a database acc e ssibl e at 
th e s e rvic e provid e r, to prevent a conflict in th e list of obj e ct identifi e rs; c) writing th e 
id e ntifi e r to th e m e dium oporativ e ly coupl e d to th e obj e ct ; and d) r e gistering th e obj e ct 
in a c e ntral databas e , associat e d with the s e rvic e provid e r, for monitoring tho object using 
th e id e ntifier. 

3^ (Withdrawn) Th e d e vice as in claim 22, wh e rein th e object is a tire. 

34T-(Withdrawn) Th e d e vic e as in claim 22, v/hcroin at least on e characteristic is chosen 
from tho group consisting of a mod e l of the obj e ct, a y e ar of production of th e object, a 
physical charact e ristic of th e obj e ct, a s e rvic e provider for the obj e ct, a manufacturer of 
th e obj e ct, and an object id e ntifier. 

3^ (Withdrawn) A database for tracking an object during its operative life, tho object 
b e ing assign e d an identifier stored on a medium oporatively mounted to th e object, tho 
databas e b e ing construct e d and arranged for use v i 'ith at l e ast on e m e ans, at a service 
provid e r, for vwiting s e rvic e information to tho medium and for us e by a proc e ssor, tho 
s e rvic e information charact e rized by at least on e servic e operation on th e obj e ct, for use 
with at l e ast on e means, at a service provider, for reading service information from the 
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m e dium, and for us e with a proc e ssor, op e rativ e ly coupled to the databas e , having m e ans 
for managing th e s e rvic e information and th e p e rformanc e information associat e d with 
th e obj e ct through th e id e ntifi e r, and having m e ans for tracking th e obj e ct using th e 
s e rvic e information and th e p e rformanc e information, th e databas e comprising : m e ans 
for g e n e rating p e rformanc e information and for storing, in association with - th e o - bj e et 
through th e id e ntifi e r, th e p e rformance information on the medium, th e performance 
information b e ing charact e riz e d by at least on e obj e ct r e lat e d p e rformanc e charact e ristic, 
and m e ans for storing, in association with th e object through th e identifi e r, th e s e rvic e 
information on th e m e dium. 

3^(Withdrawn) A proc e ssor for tracking an obj e ct during its op e rativ e lif e , th e obj e ct 
b e ing assign e d an id e ntifi e r stor e d on a m e dium op e rativ e ly mount e d to th e obj e ct, th e 
proc e ssor for us e with at l e ast on e m e ans, at a s e rvic e provid e r, for writing s e rvic e 
information to th e m e dium, th e s e rv^ic e information charact e riz e d by - at l e ast on e s e rvice 
op e ration on th e obj e ct, for us e with at l e ast on e m e ans, at a s e r\4c e provid e r, for r e ading 
s e rvic e information from the m e dium, and for us e with a syst e m databas e having m e ans, 
for g e nerating p e rformanc e information and for storing, in association with th e obj e ct 
through th e id e ntifi e r, th e p e rformanc e information on th e medium, th e p e rformanc e 
information b e ing charact e riz e d by at l e ast on e obj e ct r e lat e d p e rformanc e charact e ristic, 
and having m e ans for storing, in association with th e obj e ct through the id e ntifi e r, the 
s e rvic e information on th e m e dium, th e proc e ssor comprising: m e ans for managing tho 
s e rvic e information and th e p e rformanc e information associat e d with th e obj e ct through 
th e id e ntifi e r; and means for tracking th e obj e ct using th e s e rvic e information and tho 
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nanc e information ; whoroin tho at l e ast on e means for r e ading and the at l e ast 
for writing ar e in communication with th e processor. 



27. fNewl The system as in claim 5, ftirther comprising a registration authority for 
determining, at least in part, the identifier for assigning to the object. 

28. (New) The system as in claim 27. wherein the registration authority manages the 
registration database. 

29. rNew) The system as in claim 2. wherein the service operation is at least one of a 
service operation provided by a garage, a repair and a tire rotation. 

30. (New) The system as in claim 1 . wherein said at least one device is used for 
communicating at least one of said performance information and said servicing 
information with the processor. 

31. (New) The system as in claim 1 . wherein there are at least two service providers. 

32^(New) The method as in claim 18. wherein the identifier is based at least in part on at 
least one of a year of manufacture, an object manufacturer, an object description and a 
service provider. 

33. (New) The method as in claim 18. wherein the object is automobile industry related. 
10 
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34. (New) The method as in claim 20, wherein at least one of the number blocks 
represents a characteristic selected from the group comprising at least one of a year of 
manufacture, an object manufacturer, an object description and a service provider. 

35^(New) The method as in claim 34, wherein a given one of the number blocks is 
chosen as a function of at least another of the number blocks to provide security against 
fraudulent usage. 

36. (New) The method as in claim 35. wherein said given one of the number blocks 
comprises a sum of values of said at least another of the number blocks. 
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